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Setting out to tackle this question in Spring 2025, students in the University of kansas History
of Art Department Japanese art history seminar “Manuscripts, Maps, and Hustrated Books”
had the opportunity to curate this exhibition, working with materials from the Kenneth
Spencer Research Library collection. Selected works range irom 1646 Lo 1936, including
detailed cartography, woodblock printed imagery, and religious paraphernalia. Journeying
[rom Japan to the West and back again, this exhibition spans three centuries and five
intersecting themes.

1. Mapping and Conceptions of Space demonstrates that while overseas travel

remained restricted during 17th to 19th centuries, Japan’s expanding awareness of

domestic and global geographies incorporated both traditional Japanese mapmaking

and novel observations from Western travelers.

2. Tourism and Movement of People illustrates changing conceptions of travel
during the 17th to 19th century, from symbolic displays of authority to strategic

assertions of national identity.

3. Pilgrimage and Movement of Religions reflects on the spread of foreign faiths to
Japan, as well as the pivotal role of bodily and spiritual journeys within religious

beliefs and practices.

4. Trade and Movement of Goods offers a window into the commercial world of

Japan and the global trade networks that developed from the movement of goods.

5. Virtual Travel and Fantasies of Asia reveals exciting cultural encounters between
East and West, offering visions of Japan and its environs in which curiosity,

exoticization, and national identity collide.

The treasures from the Kenneth Spencer Research Library that traveled out of
storage to this exhibition represent but a fraction of the library’s holdings of Asian
included were collected by Kate Hansen (1879 -1968), a kansan who lived in Japan as
a missionary and music teacher during 1907 1941 and 1947 1951. We hope that these
displays will move viewers to appreciate how people of the past sought creative
strategies that blended image with text to excite and inspire the transmission of

knowledge in and around Japan.
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1. Mapping and
Conceptions of Space

As Japan moved toward the 19+ century, its awareness
of the world beyond its islands gradually increased.
Interactions with foreign visitors fostered an exchange
of culture and knowledge that diffused into every area
of society, including Japanese cartographic practices.
Representations of space in both image and text
indicate the geographical information deemed most
important. From spiritual landmarks and cosmological
beliefs to political boundaries and travel logistics,
these historical maps and guides reveal how users’
conceptions of East Asia were shaped at the time.
While overseas travel remained restricted throughout
the 17+ to 19 centuries, these materials demonstrate
an expanding awareness of domestic and global
geographies, depicted using both traditional Japanese
mapmaking and novel observations from Western
travelers.
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Mapping and Conceptions of Space
IRRRRnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnm
Nifion foezue A AR E X
(Manuscript map of Japan)

Japan, ca. 1800
Call Number: MS R5:3

-

Using traditional Japanese mapmaking conventions, this
hand-drawn map depicts Japan around the year 1800, with
land divided into provinces using different colors and thin,
smooth lines reminiscent of those favored in premodern
Japanese cartography. Red lines denoting paths of travel
across Japan indicate a complex network of movement.
Despite travel abroad being officially prohibited, text in the
upper-left corner details distances to foreign countries,
allowing for conceptions of space both in Japan and beyond
its borders.

See fig. 1

Nagasaki cliz

iy i1 [X

(Map of Nagasaki)
Nagasaki: Bunkinda, 1860
Call Number: Orbis maps 2:75

The top-down perspective of a map of Nagasaki City shows
Chinese and Dutch ships approaching the walled-off areas
of the Chinese warehouses and Dejima island in the sea
that strictly controlled transnational trade. The city area is
divided into yellow blocks representing commoner wards.
Rectangular white blocks label samurai residences, shops,
and temples. The map also includes handwritten red dots
that mark four Chinese temples and one Japanese Zen
temple, possibly indicating the writer’s destinations.




Mapping and Conceptions of Space
IRRTNNRRIN NN RN NN

Marpo eitai stirn zasstio
Neteorezie ard

B EK TS A AR A

(New Miscellany of Countless Eternal

Treasures, withaMap of Japan)

Edo (Tokyo): Ensend6 Tsubameya Yashichi, ca. 1758-1760
Call Number: Q151

This portable double-sided woodblock printed almanac
contains encyclopedic information about Japan that
includes a ruler and details on astrology and history. Its
prominently placed map of Japan lacks scale and
navigational utility, yet it provides a schematic sense of
geography, labeling provinces and noting their annual rice
productivity. The back side features a printed record of
calendar years from 1576 to 1760, which continues in
handwriting that wraps around to the front side’s right
margin, ending in 1792.

Eliza Ruhamah Scidmore (1856 1928)

Weéstwardio the far Last, a
Guide to the Proicipal Citees of
Chizrea andapan with a_\Vole
onAorea

Canadian Pacific Railway Co., 1893

Call Number: MS R5:3

This English-language travel guide compiles information
gathered by the American Eliza Scidmore during her
extensive travels throughout Asia. Scidmore’s guide details
what aspiring visitors might encounter during their
journeys to East Asia in the late 19th century. The book
outlines Japan’s strict tourism laws, which regulated which
areas foreigners could visit and when. Nonetheless, the
guide suggests that during their travels, visitors are always
one rickshaw ride away from reshaping their conceptions
of East Asia.
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2. Tourism and
Movement of People

'This case explores how travel shaped the visual culture
and national identity of Japan from the seventeenth
century through the turn of the 20th century. The
depictions of elaborate 17th to 19th century
processions of feudal lords evoke an earlier era of
ceremonial travel and spectacle, emphasizing
traditional routes and social hierarghies. By the early
20th century, Japan’s interest in travel shifted toward
promoting tourism as a tool for modernization and
imperial expansion into regions such as Manchuria
(Northeast China), Hokkaido and Korea. Postcards,
travel guidebooks, and government-issued pamphlets
offered carefully curated images and structured
itineraries for both foreign and domestic travelers.
Together, these materials illustrate changing
conceptions of travel, from symbolic displays of
authority to strategic assertions of national identity.
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Tourism and Movement of People

HAn Offecial Guide to Lastern Asia:
lrans- Contueental Cornections
vetween Europe and Asia, Tol
(Marnchieria & Chiosen [Rorea))

F&AT M. [HOSEN,
TRV,
Oesgeamnral Slensi

Japan: Tetsudain (Imperial Japanese Government Railways), 1913
Call Number: B7328

Aimed at European and American travelers, this six-volume guide
was published in 1913 by the Imperial Japanese Government
Railways to promote tourism across Japan's expanding empire.
Volume one details routes through colonial Korea and Manchuria
{present-day Northeast China), presenting a vision of seamless
modern transport, With carefully designed maps and railway lines,
this government-backed guidebook reinforced Japan's imperial
claims while shaping how foreigners viewed the regions and thus
shows how travel, infrastructure, and media were used to control
movement and assert power in the early 20th century.

See fig.5

Thomas Philip Terry (1864-1945)
lerry sdapanese Linpire
Jnctudmg A orea and formosa

=

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1914
Call Number: DS805.T45 1914a

Written by American journalist Thomas Philip Terry,
Terry’ Japanese Empire targeted the growing number
of international tourists enabled by expanding global
transportation networks. Part of a wave of
English-language guidebooks, including An Official
Guide to Eastern Asia (1914) and Pocker Guide fo
Japan (1914), Terry’s book featured practical maps,
such as the detailed map of Kyoto, which helped
form foreign travelers’ impressions of modernizing
Japan. Regularly updated editions of this volume
appeared through 1933, reflecting its sustained
popularity.




Tourism and Movement of People
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See fig. ? ab
Slirostuge Loyokunt meiga Ryakushie dann)o dochit

INESEABBEERLET
(One Tlurndred Famous Teews of a Dannyos Journey 6y
Jlarostizge and Toyokuni)

Tokyo: Tokoen, 1918
Call Number: E3579

This collector’s edition woodblock-print anthology depicts the shogun Tokugawa lemochi (r.
1858-1866) and his historic 1863 procession from Edo to Kyoto. A republishing of earlier works by
artists such as Utagawa Hiroshige II and Utagawa Kunisada, the prints illustrate how feudal
processions mobilized thousands of samurai, servants, and traders across Japan’s major highways.
Through scenes of both formal ceremony and everyday travel, the collection captures movement not
just as spectacle but as a force that shaped early modern Japan's social, political, and economic

landscapes.




Tourism and Movement of People

Jlow to See: Vikko: Nara Park: e Fiugi and Five Lakes:
LT lakone National Park; Slofkaido; Vagano and Livirons
Tourist guide booklets on Japan used by US Naval Intelligence

Tokyo: Japan Tourist Bureau, 1936-1939
Personal Papers of Kate Hansen, PP 19, Box 5, Folders 7 and 10

How “To SEE

-,

<

Tourism had a huge impact on Japan's lHC]"H TO SEE

economy and international identity. Alm NAGANO

These pamphlets from the Kate
Hansen Collection showcase sites and e e
people symbolic of the Japanese
Empire through bold colors and
abstracted designs. In November
1941, Kate Hansen returned home on
one of the last ships leaving Japan for
Hawai'i, reporting that an attack on
American soil was imminent. She
later sent Japanese materials to the
US Navy, which were returned to her
after the war, as indicated by green
stickers.

Seefig. 8.a-e
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Tourism and Movement of People
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CAiosen 7ao fugin setkalsi 110 poji
FAEEOIm NAETE D ~—
(LPages of Korean Vomens Lives)

Wakayama, Japan: Taishd Shashin Kogeisho, 1925-1936.
Personal Papers of Kate Hansen, PP 19, Box 14, postcards

Among the over 4,000 postcards in the Kate Hansen
Collection, these two sets depicting women in
1920s-1930s Japan and Korea, promote domestic and
international travel through idealized depictions of
women's daily activities. At left, a Yamagata woman
wearing traditional monpe (baggy work pants) waters
plants. At right, a Korean woman opens a cabinet next to
a page noting her responsibility is to care for household
items and showing a clock reading 7:00.

Yamagata fiezofu monpe
sigala

LT RR T N
(Yamagata Customs,
Monpe Styte)

Yamagata, Japan: Yoshinoya Ehagakiten
ca. 19205-1930s.

Personal Papers of Kate Hansen, PP 19, Box
14, postcards
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3. Pilgrimage and
Movement of Religions

While some of these objects reflect the transmission of
foreign faiths, others reveal how the concept of movement
is deeply embedded within religious beliefs and practices.
Originating in India, Buddhism spread to Japan in the
sixth century and since developed into a major religion
with a profound influence on daily life. Buddhist
practitioners frequently visit temples and undertake
pilgrimages along designated routes, seeking face-to-face
encounters with deities through their icons. In many
legends, sacred Buddhist icons demonstrate miraculous
power and compassion by journeying across land and sea.
Movement occurs not only across geographical spaces, but
also between the earthly realm and Buddhist paradises.
However, not all foreign religions were warmly received in
Japan. A few decades after its introduction by Jesuit
missionaries, Christianity faced severe persecutions in the
late 16t and 17: centuries, reflecting state and local

resistance to beliefs impﬂrted from distant shores.
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Pilf}‘rima ¢ and Movement of Religions
INnnnnnnnrnnnnrnnnnnnnnnnrnnnnnnnnnnrnnnnnnnnnnnm

Serectuaku fiorngan nenbulsi shi
ERAFE(LE

(Passages on the Nenbultsu

Setected in the Origoal Tow)
1045 2, 3

Kyoto: Akai Chobei, late 18th—early 19th
century, based on the 1744 edition

Personal Papers of Kate Hansen, PP Box 11,
Folder 13

Seefig. 11.ab

These two illustrated volumes are part of the
three-volume printed edition of Senchakushii, a
canonical text in Japanese Pure Land Buddhism.
Written by Honen in 1198, it promoted the
recitation of Amida Buddha's name, known as
nenbugsn, as the path to rebirth in Amida's Pure
Land. Volume two (above) depicts a didactic tale,
“The White Path between Two Rivers,” in which
a man walks a narrow path from the earthly
world to a Buddhist paradise, guided by Amida
appearing in the sky. Volume three (below)
portrays Amida, accompanied by a celestial
entourage, descending to welcome a devout
believer who single-mindedly chants the nenbutsu
right before death.

Seefig.12.a,b




Pillg'rima e and Movement ot'Reli%'ions
NORRRnnnnnnnnnnunnunnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnunnnnnnnnnNm

Pigrimage Seal”
DBooke of Nara

rea Temples

Nara, Japan, 1957

Seefig. 13

Attributed to Suiindo Takonova 7k 5| E#E 58,
a.k.a. Mizuhikido Shoshitsu
Sargasarsfio A arnion narabui
Yanagiarni Vigatsudo Asakusa
=HEFEEH OIS A ERE
(Ilursy-thiree Aannon Pigranage Sites witht
Yanagian, Vigatsudo, and Asakusa)
Japan, ca. 18601868
Call Number: P363

Seefig. 14

These three objects reference Japan's Shikoku and Saigoku pilgrimages, as well as
other famous Buddhist sites. Pilgrims in white robes, as shown on the pamphlet,
offer prayers at the temples during the pllgﬂmage.'l’hen they collect seals, such as
those stamped in the seal book. Prints depicting all the major icons along the
pilgrimage routes were believed to hold spiritual merit and with the rise of
copperplate printing in the 19th century, commercially produced prints like
Sanjiisanshe Kannon were made available to devotees.

THoze to See Stitkok

Tokyo: Japan Tourist Bureau, 1936
Personal Papers of Kate Hansen, PP 19, Box 5, Folder 7




Pilgrimage and Movement of Religions

Sangotki denral Zenkoy Nyorai engi
= EEEEICTFUIKBZE

(Ortga of the Zenkor HAmida Buddfua
Transmutied through ffiree Countrees)
ToL 4

Kyoto: Hishiya Magobg, 1859
Call Number: C25918

Based on the 1692 printed edition, the five-volume 1859 Zenkdji
Nyorai engi recounts the miraculous story of the Zenksji Amida Triad
(gilt bronze images of Amida Buddha flanked by two bodhisattvas,
Kannon and Seishi) that flew from India to Korea and then to Japan.
The illustration depicts Honda Yoshimitsu, who saved the sacred icon
from the Naniwa Canal (in Osaka) and carried it to Shinano (Nagano
Prefecture), where he built the temple Zenksiji to enshrine the triad in
the 7th century.

See fig. 16

Zenkoyi THondo (Main
Jlall of Zenkoyi Temple)

Nagano, Japan: Zenkaji Kaichs Kyasankai
Hakks, 1912,

See fig. 17

Postcards, such as this one from 1912, were issued to commemorate the
hugely popular special showings (£aichs) of the Amida Buddha Triad
held at Zenkoji temple in Nagano, This icon is so sacred that pilgrims are
only allowed to see its copy during these special openings. Viewings are
still held in the building pictured on the card. Photographic insets
teature the temple's abbot and abbess.




Pilgrimage and Movement of Religions

Antonio Francisco Cardim (1596-1659)

Lascicutis e Japponecis flfloribus
SU°0 adhuc madenlious sanguine
(A Mreatsi of Japanese Flowers,
Stil Drapping i thea Owre Blood)
Rome: Typis Heredum Corbelletti, 1646

Call Number: Summerfield C1234

At the turn of the 17th century, Jesuit missionaries began
to spread Christianity in Japan. Before a total ban on
Christianity in 1639, Japanese rulers came to view itasa
threat to social cohesion and local control, carrying out
intermittent persecutions that included public executions
and torture. John Chiigoku (left) was a Japanese Jesuit
killed in Nagasaki during the Great Genna Martyrdom in
1622. Camillo Costanzo (right) was an [talian priest
burned at the stake in Nagasaki five days later.
Christianity was legalized in 1871.

Seefig. 18.a,b
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4. Trade and Movement
of Goods

Print culture in Japan served not only to document
commodities but also to shape how goods were seen,
valued, and consumed. From tea catalogs to textile
pattern books and beer advertisements, the objects in
this case reveal how trade goods were embedded in
shifting notions of taste, identity, and national power.
Although trade across East Asia dates back millennia,
commercial exchange between Japan and the West
began to grow from the 17w century and intensified at
the turn of the 20w century. With objects and
knowledge flowing between Japan, broader Asia, and
the West, print media itself became a commodity as
demand for Japanese goods expanded. These
publications offer a window into the commercial
world of Japan, its transnational material culture, and
the global trade networks that developed from the

movement of goods.
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Trade and Movement of Goods
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Seefig.19.a,b and fig. 20.a,b

Iinu‘a:l*-;u i A (active 19th century)

Setven 1) ypesof Tea Dow(s ' (Tol 1, above) and
Toreug 7 Vares (1oL 3 below)
CHuafee suikozalsu 75 FHE T 1
(Repertory of Tea Wasters Inutoxication with Antigues)
Kyoto: Omiya Satara, 1843
Call Number: tK53

Over the course of five detailed volumes, this woodblock-printed tea utensil catalog depicts the
various local and foreign tea bowl styles central to ]apanes& tea practice, known as changyu. Chanoyu
gave rise to an enduring cross-cultural movement of ceramics, as Japan adopted Chinese and
Korean styles to suit local aesthetic sensibilities. However, by highlighting domestic Ratu wares
(above) over imported wares (below), the catalog reveals the shifting tastes and commercial values
for Japanese-made tea bowls in the early 19th century.
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Trade and Movement of Goods
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Seefig. 21.ab

Iwasaki Tsunemasa =1 % IE (1786 -1842)
Dotan " Py Peonies), Tlonzo zufu A E B FE
(ttustrated Materia Wedica) ToL6

Tokyo: Honzo Zutu Kankokai, 1916
Call Number: D1484

Honzd zufi is a pictorial botanical manual published in 1916. This woodblock-printed
illustration depicts a peony blossom and bud with accompanying text that describes
Japan’s reception of this flower, which was imported from China and first cultivated in
Japan’s Chikuzen Province (present-day northern Kyushu). During the limited trade
between China and Japan in the 14th—17th centuries, Japan exported sulfur, lumber, and
porcelain to China and imported copper, silk, and flowers from China.




Trade and Movement of Goods

Goto Ryvako 1% FEEE E (dates unknown)
R o f il T T
Sear sarasa R H1KY (Vortd Sarasa)

Kyoto: Honda Ichijirs: Hatsubaijo Honda Unkinda, 1903
Call Number: E3578

This Japanese design sample book trom 1903 published in Kyoto, a
former hub of the cotton trade, features the domestic remake of
sarasa, an imported Indian cotton textile made of vibrant colors and
complex patterns using madder and indige dyes. Drawn from Indian
and Persian carpet motifs, the designs in this book reflect early
20th-century Japans growing taste for novel textiles and situate the
reinterpretation of sarasa within a global dialogue without identifying
their historical origins.

Seefig. 22

Hdcertisernent for Sapporo Deer,”
Nepponchiz B ik F (The Land of
Japan), Vol 14

Tokyo: Tayodo, 1905
Call Number: C22350

The satirical magazine Nipponchi published its fourteenth
issue in April 1905 to boost Japanese morale during the
Russo-Japanese War. The red-and-white advertisement on
the right depicts Sapporo Beer in the guise of Japanese
soldiers repelling foreign brews. The five-pointed star,
replacing the rising sun on the military flag, represents
Sapporo Beer's trademark. This illustration encapsulates
the tension between imported and domestic beer,
demonstrating Japan’s burgeoning ambition to rival
Western powers in both commerce and military strength.

Seefig. 23




Trade and Movement of Goods
RRRRRROnnnunnnnnnnnnnnNnnnnnnnnnnnnnunnnnnnninnnnn

Seefig. 24. a,b

Ikeda Eisen it H # 5 (dates unknown)
Jnoutsu gafu NERE (Wanual of Figure Paniting)

Osaka: Matama Yasujiro, 1901
Call Number: B18407

This woodblock-printed drawing manual from 1901 offers artists examples of traditional Japanese
figures, mythological characters, and Westerners. A bustling street scene features Western-style
weapons, umbrellas, hot air balloons, and figures in a combination of Western and Japanese-style
dress. Boys and soldiers wear Western uniforms, while women pair kimonos with fringed shawls.
These illustrations reveal the presence of Westernization, which the imperial Japanese government
had been promoting since the 1870s.
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5. Virtual Travel and
Fantasies of Asia

From the 17w to the 20w century, printed materials
that depicted Japan’s culture and history shaped
Western fantasies of Asia, constructing descriptions
that blurred fact and fiction. Through these objects,
virtual travel, the concept of journeying to another
place through imagination, was made possible for
Europeans and Americans alike. Japan also
capitalized on print media, seeking to reconstruct its
self-image as modern and legitimize its global
relevance in the 20« century. These books, fashion
plates, and inventive illustrations reveal the breadth
of cultural dialogue between East and West, offering
visions of Japan in which curiosity, exoticization, and

national identity came together.
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Virtual Travel and Fantasics of Asia

Arnoldus Montanus (ca. 1625 -1683)
Gedenkeaerdige gesantschappent
er Qost-Lndischie imaalscappy
it Tereenigde Nederdand aan de
rawsaren vanJapan (Glilas
Japannensts | fapanese lias))

Amsterdam, Netherlands: |. Meurs, 1669
Call Number: Summerfield E238

The richly illustrated A¢fas Japannensis by Arnoldus
Montanus is one of the earliest European publications on
Japan. Many of its images were based on secondhand
sources, such as the fantastical depiction of the Buddhist
deity Avalokiteshvara ( . Kannon) on page 377, adapted
from China Ilustrata by Jesuit priest Athanasius Kircher
(1602— 1680). Such creatively embellished imagery reveals
how visual fantasies of Asia circulated in Europe. A#/as
Japannensis continued to inspire new interpretations in

; prints, paintings, and decorative arts, blurring the line

See fig. 25 between copying and imagination.

Engelbert Kaemplfer (1651-1716), et al.
Fistoire naturellé, civite, ot
ecclestastquee ce Lemprre du Japon (e
Natural Civil and Ecclesiastical”
Flistory of tee Dinpire of Japan)

The Hague, Netherlands: Chez P. Grosse, & ]. Neaulme, 1732
Call Number: Ellis Omnia B367

Engelbert Kaempfer, a physician with the Dutch East India
Company, stayed in Nagasaki from 1690 to 1692, where he
gained firsthand knowledge of Japanese history and culture. His
manuscript on Japan, written in German, was first published in
English in 1727 and later translated into other languages. In the
frontispiece of the French edition, a globe showing Japan is
flanked by two nymphs, while the hollyhock crest of the
Tokugawa government adorns the curtain above.




Virtual Travel and Fantasics of Asia

Philipp Franz von Sicbold (1796 1%{1)
Aoopliecen en Scheqpsvolle”
(Werchiants and Sauors) Npppor

Wiirzburg, Leipzig: L. Woerl, 1897
Call Number: DS809. 556

German naturalist Philipp Franz von Siebold introduced
Europe to Japan and Korea through his encyclopedic
work Nippon, first published in 1852, which documented
Japan but also surrounding regions, such as Karafuto
(Sakhalin}, Ryukyu (Okinawa), and Ainu territories
(Hokkaido). In addition, based on firsthand encounters
with Korean castaways in Japan, Siebold documented
b s i s detailed observations of the Koreans’ physical

. = : appearance, clothing, and custorns, This illustration
See fig. 27 captures his 1828 meeting with six shipwrecked Koreans.
Blending ethnography and natural history, Nippen
functioned as a “virtual journey” that helped shape
Western conceptions of East Asia.

>aul Louis de Giafferri (b. 1886)

The Tlistory of the Femnianne
Costine of the TVortd, From thie
‘ear3318 B.C to Qur Cenlury.

Vol Part 2. Japan

New York: Foreign Publications, Inc., 1926-1927
Call Number: G252

In response to expanding interactions between the West
and Japan in the early 20th century, artists and writers
collected, reinterpreted, and published the new information
being exchanged. De Giafferri’s interpretation of women's
clothing from Japan features adaptations of kimonos,
Buddhist dress, and hairstyles from different time periods.
While highly imaginative in some cases, textile designers,
students, and enthusiasts could make use of this book for
reference, entertainment, and inspiration.

Seefig. 28
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Virtual Travel and Fantasics of Asia
FOONN NN nnnnnnnnnunnunnnnnnnnnnunnnnnnnnnnnnnmmm

See fig. 29, 30, 31
Hascgawa Talejird (1835 1913), Sensai Eitaku (1843 -1890)
Loashona, Te Fisner-Doy; Wy Lord
Dag-O-Rice; Momotaro
Tokyo: HasegawaTakejirﬁ, 1885-1887
Call Numbers: B17050, B17057, B17043
Amid an evolving woodblock print industry in late 19th-century Japan, publisher
Hasegawa Takejiro attained success through his inventive Japanese fairytale series
translated into English. These three illustrated books made of w:bodblnck—prmted
crepe paper blended Euro-American and Japanese storytelling traditions to help make
Japanese folktales familiar to a Western audience. Accessible at world fairs and as

souvenirs at Japanese bookstores, these small books created a fantastical view of Japan
tor those unable to travel there themselves.




tatat ot thtntnintntntatatn ta ot at
St S S St S S S SN S St S et S S S &

Explorations of

Difference
As sea voyages became more advanced in the 19th
century, world travelers sought knowledge about new
lands. Documentation of their findings in printed,
handwritten, and illustrated form served as essential
proof of discovery for those back home. The two
examples in this case feature Japan's role in the
excitement and commemoration of new discoveries

in zoology, anthropology, and geography, as well as

territorial access.
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Explorations of Difference

Perry, Matthew Calbraith (1794 - 1858);
Hawks, Francis L. (1798 18606

Narrateve of the Lyvpedition of an
clnerican Squadron (o the Chnu Seas
andJapan, Performed i the Years
1852 853 and 1854, Linder the
Connnard of Conunodore W.C. Perry,
Chuted States Vauy, 6y Order of tie
Goveranent of the Lhuted States

New York; London: D. Appleton & Co., 1857

See fig. 32 Call Number: Ellis Omnia E237

On route to Japan in 1853 with the goal of apening trade relations with the West, Commodore Perry’s ships
stopped at the Lew-Chew (Ryukyu) Kingdom, in present-day Okinawa. This scene shows two Americans
holding rifles, one local holding something out to a monkey, and a photographer directing his colleague to pose
with some inhabitants in front of a Buddhist temple in Tumai (now Tomari, North Naha). Returning in 1854,
Perry compelled Lew-Chew officials to allow foreigners future access to the country.

C.N. (artist’s signaturc)
THand fan witli an unage
of /1eSS] cf:.:}fi' o reclo
a@rd @ map of iws roule on
erso

Tokyo: Tokyo University, Sept. 15, 1879

Seefig. 33

This Japanese fan with hand-colored lithography commemorates the Swedish steamship Vega's escape from
arctic pack ice during the first successtul voyage through the Northeast Passage in 1879, Led by scientist Adolf
Erik Nor-denskicld, the Vega circumnavigated Eurasia, stopping in Japan before returning via ‘the Indian
Ocean. As a keepsake from a Geographical Society reception at Tokyo University, the fan reflects Japan’s
growing engagement with Western scientific exploration and places Japan in league with Western powers by
including its flag.
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mare widely lmown ng Kvran, the name probahly derlved frim the
ok Of Koady ; bast there have been Jomr pericids in ftd hostory when
wias lwn by the pame of Chiren, which was ngiin ndopred on the
o 10to) of the Peaghiasla by lappn
Sltuation, Area, ##-. Chdsen or Koren is an elongated peningnla
lying between lat, 33° 127 and 437 2" N, and the long. 1247 18°
and 1307 54 E. and stretching ont almest dye S, from. the 5, E,
sidde of Manchuria, The Peninsnle is bounded on three sides by sea,
7 o0 the E. by the Sea of Japan, on the 5 by the Chasen Channel
i the W. by the Huang-hai or Yellow Seaz only om the N, iz it
eted with land, the boundary line between Chasen and Man-
G (amd the Russinn Maritime Provinee) running along the rivers
amil Fawnen, and o mountain range, called Faler-san, Tving
between., It has sn area of he it 54,130 6. m. (14,123 8q. 1), con-
stituting aliout 17 of the area of the Japancse Empire,
Const-Line, Indentations, s/v. Chsen has a long coast-line,
amounting to ahoyt n7osmiles, On the B where it2 eoast malkes
u long bow.like curve, there are but fow indentations ; whereas on
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Figure 11.a,b
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